20	BURMA
was the ruler of a Tamil colony in the Delta region and that
Anawrahta's conquest of the south had really been undertaken
to forestall a possible Chola invasion. These are mere guesses:
there is no evidence that the prince was anything else than a
traveller paying a social visit.
Kyanzittha's supreme monument is the Ananda Temple.
The story goes that Buddhist monks from India described the
great cave temple of Ananta at Udayagiri in Orissa to the king
and kindled his zeal to build one in imitation. Duroiselle, how-
ever, is of the opinion that the temple of Paharpur in northern
Bengal may have served as the model. Built of brick covered with
stucco the main structure is a square mass, from which rise six
successively diminishing terraces up to a spire with the bulging
shape of a central Indian temple, and surmounted by the
tapering pinnacle crowned with a gilded hti which characterizes
the Burmese pagoda. From its four sides large gabled vestibules
project in such a way as to make the ground-plan a perfect
Greek cross. The interior consists of lofty vaulted corridors,
concentric in pkn, leading to four central chambers, in each of
which stands a colossal image of the Buddha, some thirty feet
high, facing the entrance porch. The head and shoulders of the
statue are lit by natural light from an unseen source far above
the spectator's head, so as to produce a dazzling effect as one
passes up the dim corridor. Before the western image two
life-size kneeling statues represent the founder, Kyanzittha,
and the monk, Shin Arahan. In the galleries running round
the outside of the building are 1500 plaques illustrating the
jataka legends of earlier incarnations of the Buddha. Inside the
corridors are eighty niches containing sculptures representing
scenes from his own life. All are the work of Indian craftsmen
and many are of high artistic merit. Externally there is much
fanciful ornamentation to roofs, gables, windows and door-
ways. Less imposing than the Angkor Wat in Cambodia or the
Borobudur in Java, the Ananda nonetheless has an air of light-
ness and delicate beauty in its way unsurpassable; and when
seen from a distance in the rays of the early morning sun,
presents an unforgettable loveliness.
When Kyanzittha lay dying inn 12 at the age of seventy his
only son, so the story goes, made ceremonial offerings at the

